Katosha Nakai

Katosha Nakai currently serves as a Policy Advisor on Tribal Affairs to Arizona
Governor Jan Brewer. Prior to state service, she practiced law at Lewis and Roca, LLP in
Phoenix, where her practice focused on government regulation, infrastructure and
resource development. She regularly represented corporate, small business, tribal and
non-profit interests, focusing primarily on matters relating to water, environmental,
natural resources, mining, utility and gaming issues.

Ms. Nakai also held a prestigious judicial clerkship with Chief Judge Mary M. Schroeder
at the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and has experience with the
Arizona Supreme Court Staff Attorneys’ Office, Judge James Tielborg of the United
States District Court, District of Arizona, and as a law clerk to the Fort McDowell
Yavapai Nation Legal Department. Before entering the legal profession, Ms. Nakai
worked in television news as a reporter, anchor and producer in both Oklahoma City and
Minneapolis/St. Paul. She also served as media coordinator of the National Marrow
Donor Program, communications director for the American Indian College Fund, and
communications director of the Minnesota Department of Children, Families &
Learning. She has a long list of professional accomplishments and has been featured in
various publications. Ms. Nakai is a member of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and
earned both her Juris Doctorate and her Indian Law Certificate from Arizona State
University’s Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law.



